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Renewal of Faith
As we step into the New Year with the scars of the year just past, it is appropriate that we look at the theme
“Faith”.  Faith is the firm foundation that undergirds and overarches every situation and all circumstances that
comes our way. In other words we have the firm assurance that in the midst of all turmoil and upheaval, the
unchanging faithfulness of God is our anchor and fortress.

I would like to use the lyrics of the ageless hymn “Great is thy faithfulness” for our reflections on the theme of faith.

1. God’s faithfulness is unchanging
In the midst of all the turmoil and upheaval, loss and grief we can be rest assured of the faithfulness of an
unchanging God. His nature is to show compassion and this will not fail us. His compassion is not because we
are good or we are worthy, but because He is good and He sees and knows what is best for us.

2. God’s faithfulness is new every morning
Morning by morning, God showers on us a fresh portion of His faithfulness, sufficient to take us through the
challenges of that day. As we enter into the new year, we can be absolutely confident that His mercies will be
new, refreshing and sufficient for the year to come and He will not fail.

3. God’s faithfulness is declared in nature
The constancy of God’s faithfulness is declared in nature. Summer and winter, springtime and harvest, sun,
moon and stars along with all nature declare the faithfulness of God. Just as surely as the rising of the sun, the
courses of the stars, the surety of the seasons, God’s faithfulness is sure in our lives. The pandemic has
wreaked havoc in our lives and has claimed many acquaintances if not loved ones. Turmoil prevails in many
a society and has driven many to penury. However, we can confidently declare the constancy of God’s
faithfulness in the midst of all the chaos, confusion and colossal loss. He is faithful, His nature is faithfulness
and that will not fail.

4. God’s faithfulness leads to restoration and healing
When our focus is on God’s faithfulness, He works in our lives to heal and give us a fresh start. Healing and
restoration leads to enduring peace. More importantly His Presence uplifts us, is our compass, our strength for
the day and a bright hope for tomorrow. Even though there is a crop failure and there are no sheep in the pen,
our faith is in the faithfulness of our God. Hence we will rejoice in our Lord and be joyful in God our Saviour
(paraphrased from Hab. 3:17-18).

Let that be our prayer and our declaration of faith as we enter into the New Year, being absolutely sure that God
is Faithful and our faith is in the constancy and adequacy of the Faithfulness of our God and Father.
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